DOCKET NO. 21 4896US0PCT 

IN RE APPLICATION OF: BO>|J^Estelle et al. 

SERIAL NO.: New U.S. PCT Application (Based on PCT/FR00/00966) 
FILED: HEREWITH 

FOR: METHOD FOR OBTAINING A. NIGER CULTURES AND THEIR USES FOR PRODUCING 

FERULIC ACID AND VANILLIC ACID 

ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 

Transmitted herewith is an amendment in the above-identified application. 

□ No additional fee is required. 

□ Small entity status of this application under 37 C.F.R. § 1.9 and § 1 .27 has been established by a verified 
statement previously submitted. 

□ Small entity status of this application under 37 C.F.R. § 1.9 and § 1 .27 has been established by a verified 
statement submitted herewith. 

13 Additional documents filed herewith: PCT Transmittal Letter/Notice of Priority 

English Translation of Specification/Request for Consideration/PCT/IB/304/Check for $1,020. 00/PCT/IB/3 08 

Preliminary Amendment/International Search Report/Drawings (3 sheets)/Amended Sheets (Pages 25, 26, and 27) 

The fee has been calculated as shown below. 
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A check in the amount of $ is attached. 

XX Please charge any additional fees for the papers being filed herewith and for which no check is enclosed herewith, or credit 
any overpayment to deposit Account No. 15-0030. A duplicate copy of this sheet is enclosed. 

XX If these papers are not considered timely filed by the Patent and Trademark Office, then a petition is hereby made under 37 
C.F.R. §1 .136, and any additional fees required under 37 C.F.R. § 1.136 for any necessary extension of time may be charged 
to deposit Account No. 1 5-0030. A duplicate copy of this sheet is enclosed. 
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(703)413-3000 



OBLON, SPIVAK, McCLELLAND, 
MAIER & NEUSTADT, P.C. 

Norman F. Obion 
Attorney of Record 
Registration No. 24,618 
Surinder Sachar 
Registration No. 34,423 



*If the entry in Column 2 is less than the entry in Column 1 write "0" in Column 3. 
**If the "Highest Number Previously paid for" IN THIS SPACE is less than 20 write "20" in this space. 
***If the "Highest Number Previously paid for" IN THIS SPACE is less than 3 write "3" in this space. 
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IN THE UNTTED STATES PATENT & TRADEMARK OFFICE 
IN RE APPLICATION OF 

ESTELLE BONNIN ET AL : ATTN: APPLICATION DIVISION 

SERIAL NO: NEW U.S. PCT APPLN : 
(Based on PCT/FR00/00966) 

FILED: HEREWITH : 

FOR: METHOD FOR OBTAINING A. : 
NIGER CULTURES AND THEIR 
USES FOR PRODUCING 
FERULIC ACID AND 
VANILLIC ACID 

PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 

ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20231 

SIR: 

Prior to examination on the merits, please amend the above-identified application as 
follows. 

IN THE CLATMS 

Please amend the claims as shown on the marked-up copy following this amendment 
read as follows: 

1. (Amended) A process for producing Aspergillus niger cultures with a broad 
spectrum of enzymatic activity comprising enzymes which degrade the parietal 
polysaccharides and ferulate esterases, said process comprising culturing at least one 




